PREVIOUSLY IN "UNITY UNDER FIRE":

Ambassador Skotek ismissing in action and presumed dead. On Unity, Quirk and
Browne are at Quirk's and Eris has been brought to the new Weyoun. On Betazed,

Ddtan, Borg, Klingon, Bgoran, Betazoid, and Breen have gathered to plan for re-taking
the station. Tigri has had his own adventure and is on hisway back to one of the two. The
Cardassian was leaving station for unknown parts, the last we heard.

CHAPTER 1 Regrouping

Unity:

While in the command center, Erisis taking in the everything going on. She does
so with ease as many in her gation must be aware of things going on around them for
survival. Luckily, she is near amonitor that normally she would not be able to see with
the eyesight of most of her race, the Vorta. She sees that it showsinsde Quirk's Bar. The
monitor displays Quirk ending what looks like a holosuite program that Browneisin.
Quirk seemsto be laughing at Browne but because there is no sound, Eris cannot make
out why.

Weyoun catches Eris looking at the display. "The Ferengi and Human are clueless.
| just amaze myself at times" Weyoun says.

Erislooks at the title of the camera, "Holosuite 3." The monitor next to her shows
the same Quirk's Bar but without anyone in it. The title of that monitor is"Quirk's Bar."
Eris cantell by the real Quirk's Bar monitor that the holosuite is running.

"It will take them forever to get out of there,” Weyoun smirks, " if they even can.
Even if they do figure out they are in a holosuite, they will never redlizethey areina
holosuite inside a holosuite. Browne and the Ferengi will most likely kill each other long
before they figure that out and | can just sit back and watch them,” Weyoun tells Eris.
"And | would if they weren't 0 boring. | can always ook in later for the delightful sight
of their dead bodies." He turns off both monitors and sghs. "But now, on to moreim-
portant things."

Unknown:

In an unknown place, a figure paces, frowning. "Where has he gone?He sad to
stay here and everything would befine."

"Y ou worry too much. He is fine. Just trust him. After all, heis our ruler. If
you cannot trust your ruler, who can you trust?'

"Yes, you are right as always. | must strive to be more patient.”

Unity:

Erislooks at the Jem'Hadar in the command center. Something has been nagging at
her since she first saw them and she suddenly knows what it is. (These do not ook like
any Jem'Hadar | have ever seen,) she thinks to herself. "Weyoun, why do these Jem'-
Hadar not have tubes for their ketricel white? How are they being controlled?’

"Eris, my poor dear Eris. They do not need the white. They liveto serve their
master...ME! They are postively lousy at conversation but they serve their master well."
Weyoun eyes her with speculation. "Eris, you too could rule. You can be what Vortas
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were born to be—ulers. Cast off what you have learned and open your mind to the truth.
Vortas are superior to al other life-forms."

Erisisin shock. Vortas are superior? Only the gods, the Founders are superior.
"No, you must not tak that way, Weyoun! What if the gods heard you?'

Space:

The dark shadowy ships hold back, eight of them, each with apredatory profile and
a deadly grace, unique among their kind. The lead ship is by far the largest and most
ornate. Long graceful protrusions belie a deadly degance, and speak of raw, unbridled
fury. Her seven consorts hang around her like twittering guards, each one dwarfed by
their magter's vessel, yet each capable of taking on a fully operational Sovereign class
battleship. Aboard the lead vessel, the command bridge bustles with a hushed urgency,
the darkened room suiting her occupants wel. The green-blue glow of command moni-
tors and tactical readouts highlight faces, all of which glance from timeto time at the
lone occupant seated in the center of the command bridge. Someone familiar with these
faces might notice the slight strain and occasional flicker of well-hidden fear, but those
same faces carry a cruel edge to them as well, each as capable of deadly acts of violence
as any inebriated Klingon.

"They approach, Admiral," speaksone quiet voice from the darkness. A curt
gesture from the seated commander cuts off any further comment. As the speaker retreats
nervoudy to his station, the Admiral stands, facing his viewscreen, watching as another,
smaller vessd approaches. The screen flickers, and the image of the ship is replaced with
aface. Arrogance marksthis face, and the calm assurance of a being who never expects
to live out the day, yet every day he has. Y et his arrogance and self-assurance slide away
a the 9ght of the Admiral. His eyes shift once, then settle back on the Admiral, finally
gpeaking. "Scout vessd Kalsaltore reporting our findings."

The Admiral nods. "Send your findings"

The scout captain's eye twitches slightly as he nods off to his left, and the monitor
behind and to the left of the Admiral beeps once. The Admira steps over and begins
reading the data and technical schematics being fed to him by the smaller vessel. After a
few moments, he nods again. "Good, Captain, thisinformation is adequate. Go and join
the rest of the second force. We will be in contact very soon."

The scout captain nods himself, and his ship turns, following a predetermined
course out of the sector asthe Admiral gives the data one more glance. "Thiswill be
most satisfactory indeed.”

The Admiral steps around the station and walks back to his command chair,
leaving the image behind him for the moment. The screen flickers once, and then the
image of Unity station fades away, awaiting its recall when the time comes.

Eight ships drift quietly through open space. Soon. Soon indeed, the galaxy would
burn.

Unity:
"Are you referring to the Founders, Eris?' the enhanced Weyoun asks.
"Yes, of course!" (Who dsewould | mean?) she thinks. "We liveto serve them. All
Vortas do," she replies. "Y ou should know this better than anyone, Weyoun."
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Weyoun laughs at her. Erisis shocked at his reaction. "From now on," he says,
"you will call me Governor. My transition of power in this sector is amost complete.
Soon, all will beas it should be."

"Weyoun, there is something wrong with you. We must go to the homeworld and
have the Founders help you."

Weyoun's eyes flare with anger. "Y ou will refer to me as Governor! | am as|
should be, agod above al others. The Foundersare MY servants, as you shdl beif you
ingst on fighting me."

Eris backs into a console. In doing so, she unknowingly shuts down the inner-most
holosuite in Quirk's, the one that Weyoun had set up, leaving only one holosuite running
ingead of two.

Behind the bar, Quirk reaches for a bottle that suddenly isn't there, and he freezes.
Now it'stwo metersto the left. And other bottles have shifted, aswell. That one isfive
centimeters back, the one next to it isforward by one or two...and he knows that Saurian
brandy level should be less; he and Michadl drank some of it. (What...?...1)

"Weve been tricked!!" he roars, loud enough to make Browne duck and look for an
attacker. "Come on!!" He heads directly for the holosuite's exit, looking like a serious
storm cloud ready to throw lightning at someone. Browne follows, hisrepeated inquiries
of what's wrong are unanswered for the moment.

The Ferengi doesn't hesitate or dow hisangry strides. "Out!" he shouts a the
"entrance to Quirk's" and the hol osuite doorway gppears, aready opening,

Browne catches on and while hesjug as angry as Quirk, he sops in the doorway.
"Quirk, wait!" The Ferengi stops and turns to him. "What if we're being watched? If we
leave—"

"—whoever went to the trouble to set this up will know we're onto him," Quirk
finishes. In spite of his anger, he sees immediately that now they have the advantage over
Weyoun. (He is SO dead!) "So we keep thisprogram running..." The cold amile that
crawls dowly across his face is frightening. "And Weyoun will never know we've left.
I've got afew tricks of my own. Stay there," he tellsthe Human as he steps outside.
"Computer, activate Quirk Holo 1 and transfer to this location." A moment later, there
aretwo Quirks, the second one is standing next to Browne. "Comes in handy when | want
to be...elsewhere without anyone knowing."

"Who else you got?' Browne asks. "One of me, maybe?"

"Computer, activate Browne Holo 1 and transfer to this location.”

"I see your Quirk and raise you two Brownes!" the original Michael laughs.

"Now we go back to my establishment—the real one—and do some planning of our
own. Careful, though. We don't want to be spotted by any of Weyoun's clowns"

They are nearly to Quirk's when Browne asks, "Can we get something to eat? I'm
garved!...oh, and alittle something to wash it down with?"

Betazed:

Alanya straightens up with a smile of satisfaction. She hits the comm button on the
console beside her. "Ruth, | have managed to rig a channel to Quirk's bar. Now all we
haveto do islet him know about it."
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"lan't that dangerous? They control the comm systems. Won' they hear any outgo-
ing messages?"

"Ah, but that's the beauty of it. It isn't through the norma comm channels. This one
goes to the replicator in his bar. We wait till we hear him ordering something fromit,
and-"

"The replicator??' Ruth laughs. "I see why you did it that way. People talk to
replicators all the time. It won't look suspicious. But I'd like to be there to see Quirk's
face the first time his replicator talks back!"

"And we can shut it off on this end so they can't hear us unless we want them to.
Now all we have to do iswait for Quirk to place an order."

"Y es. Then we can get some much needed intel from him and Browne which will
help us make plans to take back the station. I'll have someone monitoring the channel and
let us know the minute Quirk's voice is heard."

Unity:

Quirk stops at the bar's replicator and orders synthehol for himself and Browne.
They both deserve it after that ordeal with the holosuite. Then he debates what food he's
in the mood for.

Betazed and Unity:

Excitedly, the Lieutenant hits the comm button. " Ambassador, you need to get here
quick! Quirk isat hisreplicator!"

"Onthe way!" Alanya's filtered voice says. M ere seconds later, she gppears next
to the Lieutenant who bolts out of the chair.

As Alanya sits down, she hears Quirk's voice, "l am just not in the mood for tube
grubs. What do you want, Browne-like | have to ask!"

Alanya switches the channel open. "Quirk? Can you hear me?"

"Huh?" She can amost see him looking around and grins. "Of course | can hear
you—you're in the same room not ten feet away."

Browne looks confused. "What are you babbling about?’

"You," Quirk answers. "You just caled me. What did you want?'

"I did not,” Brownereplies. "I'm thinking about what | warnt, like you asked me."

Alanyatries again. "Quirk!"

The Ferengi rounds on Browne. "Aha!"

"'Aha what??' Browne asks, getting annoyed.

"You just did it again! Don't tell me you didn't-l heard you!"

"Wadll, then, you're hearing things because | didn't say aword!"

(It figures,) Alanya thinks. She doesn't want to speak too loud in case thereis
someone else nearby, but she hasto get their attention. "Quirk!!"

Quirk turnsto Browne, ready to hit him. "If you don't stop it—"

Just when he notices the odd way the Hew-mon is looking at him...no, actually,
past him, at the replicator, "Quirk! Browne! Stand down! That's an order!" hisses out
of it.

They are so used to obeying "that tone of voice," they immediately snap to attention
and shout, "Sir, yes, Sr!" They hold it for several seconds, realize what they're doing,

4



exchange surprised looks, then stare at the replicator.

"Hey, wait aminute!" Quirk says. "That couldn't have been you—"

"Not unless I'm afemale ventriloquist! And the last time | looked, | wasn't!"

Alanyaisrelieved. She doesn't know what the situation is on the station, how
long shelll be able to talk to them. She hears noise as Browne and Quirk scramble to
get to the replicator.

"Who is this?' Browne asks. "Or maybe 'what' is this would be a better quegtion.”

"I'm hurt, Michael. It hamn't been that long and you've forgotten me."

Quirk is practicaly jumping up and down as he yells, "ALANYA!I!"

"Shhhhhhhhh! Y es, it's Alanya," she confirms.

He is suddenly suspicious. "How do we know it's redly you? What's your pet's
name and what doesit say?'

"How do | know it's you, Quirk? Weve been talking for at |least fifteen seconds
and you haven't propositioned me. And Naya-Mirith says 'purrrrr'.” She makes the sound
uncannily like the sehlat, and Quirk and Browne nearly drool.

Quirk gleefully shouts, "It's her! Browne, it's Alanyal”

"May | assume from your neglect to watch your volume that thereisno one
around?'

"Yes," Browneanswers. "The bar is closed right now."

"There was an incident earlier. My poor bar!" Quirk moans. "I may never get the
guts out of the carpet!”

"Where is everyone?' Browne asks. "Areyou al okay?'

"Y eah, we haven't heard anything until now," Quirk adds.

"We're rendezvousing at Betazed. | don't know how many got away. Tigri has van-
ished, and some others haven't been heard from. We're hoping they'll show up soon.
Have you been able to identify the Unity personnel you found dead?"

"No," Quirk says. "They won't let us near them. Took all the bodies and |oaded
theminto a storage area. We can't get to them yet because they're keeping it airless.”

"That's one thing we need to know, who died there."

Browne says, "Well try to find out. How do we contact you if we need to?"

"This channel will be open at specific times with someone monitoring it. It's as
secure as | can make it but we don't want to take chances. We're working on a contact
schedule. No one will think it strange if you talk to the replicator.”

"Oh, that's clever!" Quirk grins.

"Whatever intel we get, we can pass to you," Browne says.

They make afew more plans, then she sgns off. Quirk steps behind the bar, picks
up a bottle and grins a Michad. "It's Green! A very good year." He pours for them both
and asthey clink glasses, he says, "T o Unity—Round two coming up!"

Browne laughs, "To Unity—they ain't seen nothin' yet! | think I'll have to be near
the replicator occasiondly. God/Governor Weyoun does not know who heis playing
with." Sipping slowly on their drinks, the two friends get up and proceed with operation
"Foul Up The Governor's Plans."

"That was good thinking on Alanya's part, don't you think?" says Quirk to Browne.
"Who would ever suspect usto be passing intel through the replicator?!

Browne snickers. "I'll have tube grubs, a Saurian brandy, and two Jem'Hadar to
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go!"

Betazed:

During the discussions, all are encouraged to say what they think, to put forth any
idea, no matter how impossibleit may seem becauseit may trigger an idea in another that
will help them win. He has mostly jud listened but now Krim Los speaks up. "What
about Weyoun? The ambassador, | mean. Couldn't he help us, give us some idea how the
one on the gtation will react, what he'll do? That one is still a Weyoun, and from the little
| know about the Vorta, clones of the same line should think dike. Granted that the one
on the station is an enhanced version but it shouldn't be that much of adifference.”

"Except in arrogance,” Ruth says with disgust. "He's worse than ours ever was. Go
on, Los"

The Vorta acknowledges the compliment with a nod.

"So whatever our Weyoun says the usurper would expect us to do, we go in some
other direction, do something else. If we can be unpredictable, we can keep him off-
balance and we have abetter chance." Then with anasty grin, he adds, " Anyone for the
universe's biggest game of sentient being chess?”

The Vorta Ambassador says, "Y es, clonesdo think dike but only to acertain
degree. Each clone has the memories of the ones before implanted, but how those
memories are interpreted and acted upon by each is not the same. What | might see as an
effort to co-exist in as peaceful amanner as possible might be seen as weakness by
another. So | cannot tell you what that Weyoun would do. | can only tell you what he
might do."



CHAPTER 2 Where Do We Go From Here?

Betazed:

In Jarkana, capital of Darona, on Betazed, the Unity Station ambassadors are
discussing plans for what can be doneto retake their station. Many ideas are being
discussed and many ideas are rgjected. Betazoid Ambassador and head of Unity Station,
Ruth, is eating chocolate ice cream. "You cannot get chocolate to taste like this out of
those replicators in Quirk's. Anyway, Quirk and Browne seem to be as clueless as we are
about what is going on with the station. | would have loved to see ther faces when you
talked to them through the replicator, Alanya."

Deltan Ambassador Alanyalaughs. "I, as well. Y ou could just hear their
confuson.” Her face then shifts, reveding the Vulcan side of the ambassador. "It is not a
logical plan which may bein our favor, but | think it has a possbility of succeeding.”

"l think we should look at other suggestions, too," Ruth says. "1 do not see 'dabo
girls being allowed on the gtation with the other Weyoun in control. We aso cannot pull
the gation from whereit is, as Curtis of Borg would like to do. | don't believe it could
handle the stress structurally. It would end up destroying it."

The Betazoid ambassador looks around at the people at the table. There arethe
ambassadors from Unity that have escaped: Borg, Klingon, Deltan, Betazoid, Breen,
Bajoran, and Weyoun (the Vortarepresenting the Founders). So much has happened in
such a short time with the station. How did it come to this? Why did no one know?
Skotek is missng and presumed dead. Quirk and Browne are alive for now, but stuck on
the station. A stronger Weyoun has control of the station and is now considering it his,
and himsdf the governor of it.

"If anyone can get into the gation,” she continues, " perhaps the Breen ambassador
will be dlowed in. After all, the Breen and Vortas do seem to have aworking relation-
ship. The drawback isthat even if the other Weyoun lets the Breen ambassador in, he
might be discovered to be working for us, and who knows what the other Weyoun would
do? He might have the ambassador killed. Thisother Weyoun is so much like our
Weyoun and yet much different, too."

She pauses a moment to let the others consider. " Ok, what other ideas do we have?
Weyoun, you have been quiet. What ideas do you have running through that Vorta head
of yours?' the Betazoid Ambassador asks.

Breen Ambassador Brak' Tul nods as the Vorta speaks. In his opinion, this idea has
the best chance of succeeding, but thereis always the possibility of something going
disasterously wrong. He forms a contingency plan of his own as he listens.

Hearing the Vortds plan that the Breen Ambassador go in and try to reason with
the Weyoun aboard Unity Station, Krim Los speaks up once more. "If we go with this
plan, there may be away to get the Breen Ambassador some help in there. If someone
went with him as his prisoner, it may make our ruse more bdievable to that Weyoun. |
volunteer to act as his captive. But how would | get out of the holding cell to help him?"

"A detail to be worked out if this planis chosen," Alanya says.

The Breen leans forward in his chair, just alittle, but the others immediately turn
their attention to him. "If it doesn't work, if this usurper cannot see reason or does not
wish to give up his ‘postion,” I'll kill him myself and drop the gation's shields for the rest
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of you to come aboard." It is said so coldly, so emotionlessly, the others shiver. They
have no idea that the Breen is seething with anger for the disruption this imposter has
caused, the deaths of station personnel, and Skotek. He had always admired the
Romulan's ingenuity as the Security Chief. It still makes him laugh to think of the
station's felines being equipped with Borg technology. He could just imagine the shock
when, the next time the Klingon and Borg ambassadors hunted them, the cats fired back.

Behind the helmet, no one can see hissmile. It isgentle, but it is steel.

Klingon Ambassador Kathva studies the Breen. He has never truly trusted Brak'
Tul; in't surethat he does now. But something in the Breen's tone, hisposture...thereis
more to him than the Klingon has previoudy thought.

"Are there any other ideas?' Ruth asks. No one offers another choice. "l think we
would benefit from a break now. Consider the plans offered and we will choose the best
one when we meet again in an hour."

The choice isfinally made and long hours are spent trying to anticipate problems
and provide answersfor them. Curtis of Borg hasn't said much. He haslistened to the talk
and ideas, agreed with the choice, but he is always aware of the timeit istaking, time
which gives the imposter Weyoun a more solid hold on their home. At lagt, late at night,
he speaks up. "l say let'sgo now. We can work out any detals we've missed as we trave.
| think it would be best to travel in small groups until we get to a preset rendezvous point.
We can regroup there. | can open a transwarp conduit and some of the dower, less-well-
armed ships can follow me through it. For that matter, you can all use it. But we need to
move now."

"I agree with the Borg!" Kathvaj roars. He smashes his fig on the table. "Enough
talk! Let's go hunting! For Vorta and Jem'Hadar!"

"That would get usin striking distance faster and with less chance of discovery by
any scouts he may have out," Ruth says. She glances around at the haggard faces. Some
look...odd, but she can't figure out why. "1 would suggest we rest while our ships are
being readied." As the others agree, she speaks to Alanya mentally. (Do you see what |
see? The strange looks on some people?)

(Y es,) comes from the Deltan.

(Do you know why?) And Ruth sees the Deltan is looking strange aswell; more
Vulcan, somehow, as if she is concentrating on something. Even her mentd voice is
stiffer.

A nod thistime. (Thereisno danger a the moment. But there soon will be. We
must move quickly.)

Therest of the message makes the Betazoid sit up and stare.(Y ou will use that?!)

(Asyou will use what you must. It iswar.)

Ruth can't argue with that.

Unity:
Krim Los stsin his cell on Unity Station. "Why did | have to open my big mouth?
He redlizes he is talking out loud and stops in case he is being monitored, which heis
sure heis. (Great time for someone to actually agree with my suggestion. The trip from
Betazed was fast using the transwarp conduit Curtisopened for us. I'mglad it didn't take
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any longer. Breen sure don't talk much.)

The trip was an experience he wouldn't bein a hurry to repeat. The Breen ship was
cold to him, both environmentally and personnel-wise, and the taking they did was not to
him. What were they thinking behind those helmets? He shakes his head. (Why did | ever
let Quirk talk meinto coming to this station? "Sure, Los, you will like it. It'sgreat being
an ambassador, especidly with the women there.” Now look a me, sittinginacell ona
station that | was to be an ambassador to. And it's already been damaged by fighting.
Who knows how much worse it's going to be when thisis over? |f-no, when-the
ambassadors get Unity back, there will be alot of repar work to be done.)

As the Breen ship approached the station, Krim Los had seen a spot in the cargo
bay that looked like alarge welded hole. He's pretty sure that's where he'd been blown
out of the station. But he has no idea how it got there or what happened. He hadn't had a
chance to ask on Betazed; there was too much to do...so many questions that he wonders
if hewill ever get answersto.

But the good news is Weyoun bdieved theruse. "I cannot bdieve that 'Governor
Weyoun' let us onto the station after Brak' Tul sent a message to him that he has captured
one of the ambassadors. Then again, why not? Weyoun has no reason to suspect the
ambassador isn't working with him."

Krim Los looks around his cell. He thinksto himself, (What is the Breen doing? It
would be s0 easy for him to betray me and us, but I'm going to trust that heredly is on
our side. | let mysef be locked away with no comms or weapons. How am | to get out to
do anything? | need to try to figure out how to get out. Prophets, save me. Help mefind a
way.)

Unity:

Browne and Quirk listen as Alanya tells them the plan and are told that the Breen
has already arrived at the station with a"prisoner,” Krim Los.

Alanya sgns off and Quirk turns from the replicator. "I happen to know away to
get Krim Los out of the brig,” Quirk says, "without the 'governor' and his cronies
knowing, but | must access the holo-panel before tonight’s visit from the 'governor' and
the Breen. How much about the transporter do you know? We will have to transport
Krim Losto our location and put a holo-image of himin place. | happen to have such in
my memory banks"

"You do, Quirk? Y ou have holo-images of dl of us?'

"Of coursg" the Ferengi grins. "'l do have holos of everyone. They dont...uh...
exactly know it, though. But you never know when something like that will comein
handy. Such as now."

Michael's face shows dawning understanding. " So that'sit!"

"What?'

"That's why, when | tried to kiss Alanya allittle while back, | got nothing but a
bland stare. And | do mean bland! That wasweird. | kept expecting some kind of reaction
but she didn't try to kill me or even knock me down. Now | know why. Whew! Thought |
was losing my touch!”

"I'll haveto add that to her programming, then, to make her more redlistic,” Quirk
replies. "Other than that, what did you think of her? How real was she?Did she feel as
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red as she looked?

"When | kiss the red Alanya, I'll let you know."

Quirk immediately flares. "Hey! Don't even-"

"Just kidding!" the Genetically Enhanced Human laughs. "Besides, | don't havea
deathwish. Like | said, she'd kill me."

They look at each other and say at the same time, "But, oh, would we die happy!"

The longer he dtsin the cell, the more thoughts of betrayal begin nagging. Los
begins to think, (Maybe thiswasn't such a hot idea. Quirk is a Ferengi after all. He may
make a deal to save his own skin, and the rest of the ambassadors don't know me. How
do | know Alanyawasn’t just a fraction too late on transporting me? How do | know |
can trust anybody but myself?) He shakes those thoughts out of his mind quickly, and
begins to speak aloud to himsdf to chase away the nag, "They will save you! Quirk has
never and will never abandon you, and the rest of these people are good people. Most are
Starfleet Officers, the same as you. Y ou did make the right choice trusting the Breen. But
when | get outta here, | an PERSONALLY going to beat 'Governor Weyoun' to a
PULP!! He may be bigger and stronger, but it's the fight in the dog that matters—"

A whine cuts off the red.

"—and | got PLENTY to go around! Huh??' Loslooks at his new surroundings.
"What the...??"

Quirk hands Krim Los adrink, which the Bajoran accepts more from reflex, and
says, "Hedlo, my friend. | trust you were not insulting your oldest friend. Forgive me for
the bad manners. This is Coloned Browne, the Geneticdly Enhanced Hew-mon
Ambassador. We are formulating a plan. Don't worry, you are not being missed in the
brig." He chuckles. "Asfar asthey know, you're still there.™

Unity:

"Governor?' Erissays quietly.

"Yes?' Weyoun replies.

"Governor, Brak' Tul, the Breen ambassador, has placed the Bajoran prisoner in a
holding cell as requested. He awaits your next order to prove his loydity."

Weyoun produces adightly evil-looking smile. Odd to see on aVorta, let alone
the ever-charming Weyoun, but then again, this is not the same Weyoun Unity Station
knew. "Does he? Wdl, we will have to do something about that, then. Tell him..."
Weyoun whispers the rest of the message to Eris.

Eristurnsand walks out of the room.

"Enough with the fedtivities, gentlemen,” Quirk continues. "We need to work on
getting back the station." Quirk casually hands Krim Los a handful of weapons that can
be concealed as he speaks. "We need to assess what's going on with the 'Governor' and
the Breen so we can assist the Breen in his plan." He looks at the Bajoran. "I know you
don't really trust me. That isto be expected from wha you have learned about my
species. | would like to change that. Yes, | am a conniving person but that is for business
purposes only, not for the safety and welfare of Starfleet and this station to which | have
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taken the oath of an officer, as you did." Hesighs. "I suppose | inherited that from my
father. A conscience," he says with a sad grimace. "Gets in the way sometimes but—" he
shrugs. "Now | suggest we get down to the business a hand."

"Okay, let'shear the plan,” says Los "I do want to make one request, though. |
want a piece of 'Governor Weyoun'!! | owe him PAIN!!!" Los says with so much anger
and hatred in hisvoice that Browne and Quirk are startled.

"We all want a piece of the 'Governor,' Krim," Quirk says. Looking at Browne,
Quirk garts to smile. "Y ou know, | bet Skotek has some of his toys in the security office.
Now, who can we get to go into the office first?"

Browne joinsin. "I'll sscond that and get me another one of these." He reaches
around the bar to try to find a bottle.

"Quirk, we better sneak our way there if this going to work," Krim says

Quirk smilesat Browne. "Y ou want another one of these, you get it only after you
get in that office of Skotek's and we get back here dive."

"WHAT???' Browne exclaims as he has not been listening to the plan.

Krim and Quirk leave for Skotek's security office, not knowing what they will find
there. Browne follows, wondering what he just volunteered for.

Reaching Skotek's office, Browne pushes past Quirk and Krim Los. "l can get this
door open. | have ascrew driver. Infact, it's the same one | used to open the black box
after | shot up all those Romulan ships that time."

"Wait aminute! You told us you didn't shoot them!" Quirk says.

"They shot first,” Browne says, "0 it was self-defense...sort of," hefinishesina
mutter. For the next fifteen minutes, Browne tries his best to open the door with no luck.

Meanwhile, ingde the office waits a surprise for the three men. On the other sde of
the door watching on the security monitorsisan old friend...well, maybe not afriend. But
soon they would be something they never were before: alies.

Being totdly frustrated, Browne resortsto the only thing he can think to do next.
He kicks the door and barks out afew words which doesn't work, ether. Quirk and Krim
Los, sanding back and watching for any sgn of intruders, are getting more than a bit
frustrated by having to wait so long in the open. Out of total exhaustion from his ordeal
over the pagt few days, Browne dumps forward to the wall besde the door of the security
office. As he does, he brushes againg the pand and, 1o and behold, the door dides open!

In tota amazement, Quirk pushes Browne into the office and Krim follows. The
lights are off and the room is only lighted by the security monitors. As the door closes,
the trio hears something from behind them. Turning, they see a silhouette behind Skotek's
desk. "BOOQ! Did | scare you fellas? Been here bout sx hours now. Been watching you
boys most of the time, too. Betcha thought | done left this pop stand long before al them
fireworks started, didn't y'dl? Heck, | waslayin' low long beforethat. | sent my ship
outta here on autopilot just so | could keep alow profile. Now, before you get to takin'
shots at me, I'mon y'all's side on this one."

Before the stranger can say another word, Quirk approaches the new-found ally and
says, "Rosen! How do you Hew-mons say it? "Y ou Old Dog'! For once, I'm glad to see
you!"

Rosen asks Quirk, "Well, you don't think 31 would leave you rookiesto have al
the fun, now, do ya? We need to first, come up with aplan to keep breathin' until the
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cavalry gets back to help, and second, to throw a monkey wrench into the plans of that
Vortafela"

Quirk quickly introduces Krim Los to Rosen.

"No intro necessary, my friend. His superior, Sloan, tried to recruit me a while back
but that's another story entirely," Krim says. "We make it out of here dive, I'll be sure to
tell you about it."

"Mr. Krim, Sloan was not my superior. He was darn lucky to stay alive aslong as
he did. That fdlaweren't not near the cdiber of myself,” Rosen replies with distaste.
"Good thing you turned him down. That ol' boy didn't do much but get folks dead.”

"Now, let's get to the business at hand, shall we?"' Quirk says.

"Yes, let's get to work," Krim Los agrees.

Rosen nods."Now we get on to kickin' some Vorta butt! | think the first thing we
need to do is get acomm line open to any of the folks that left outta here in a hurry when
the ruckus started. | had a plan until Browne decided to start reworking every system that
he came across. Y ou fellas got any ideas?'

"They are al on Betazed except myself and the Breen Ambassador. The ones that
got out, that is." Krim Los beginsto fill in the other three on the plan formulated by the
ambassadors.

When he finishes, Quirk says, "Mr. Rosen, | have acomm link that isopen at my
establishment. Mr. Browne can vouch for this satement. | have spokento Alanya
recently. Also, if you would be so kind asto allow me to use your image, we could fool
the 'governor’ into thinking we are about to give oursdves up."

"Personally, | think trying to fool himis not agood idea,” Browne tells them. "If
Alanya had suggested it, then | would probably go dong with it. But Weyoun is not
stupid. I don't think he'd believe that we want to help him." He shrugs. "Just my thoughts
on it but we could ask Alanyawhat she thinks"

Somewhere:
A flash of whitelight and Tigri is surprised at what he sees. On Unity Station, he
stares at the three amigos. "Q, why have you brought me here?' Tigri asks.

Qreplies, "I thought you would get alaugh at your fellow ambassadors. They have
been fumbling and bumbling around half drunk and half brain-locked. They really think
that they will save the station. What alaugh! Personadly, I'm betting they blow it up by
accident.”

Tigri says, "You don't give my friends any respect, do you?"

"Why should 17" Q asks.

"Because they have made it thisfar, even with their sumbling,” Tigri answers. Q's
atitudeis dready getting to him.

"Hmmm," says Q, mulling over their plans. "This just might work, in spite of the
ones trying to pull it off. But time will tell. | guess welll just have to watch and see.”

"Ok, Q, if you aren't going to help—" Just asthe words come out of Tigri's mouth, Q
trangports Tigri off the gation...

Unity:
"Hey, boys," Rosen tells Quirk and Browne, "l kindafigureit'stime | tell you |
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been followin' that Breen and he's not on our side. Fact of the matter is he'sin it all for
hissdf. That ol' boy is kinda double-dippin', if you know what | mean. You know | ain't
too awful surewhat hisgame is, but he seems to be workin' the middle agin the ends, if
yall know what I'm saying."

"Areyou sure about that?' Quirk asks. "Do you have evidence of that? | mean, if
you do, we need to let them know on Betazed. They're counting on Brak' Tul in abig
way."

"I got enough to make it ook real bad. And, Quirk, before you use my image, |
need to know what you got bouncin' around in that over-size melon of yours. Then I'm
thinkin' we need to git word of what we know to the folks at Betazed. They do need to
know about the Breen."

Quirk grinscraftily. "I had this idea that we could holographicaly confuse this so-
caled 'governor’ with al kinds of sightings of the ambassadors and yourself all over the
station. This will at least keep his minions, these new Jem'Hadar, busy for a long time, or
hopefully, until the Breen can actually cause havoc to the 'Governor's reign by doing the
double agent bit. Y ou should see the way heis playing the not-gov like a fiddle."

"Quirk ol' boy, your ideais sound but you seemto be a little dow on the up-take! |
told you the Breenisnot on our side, buddy! He'sinit for himself. Besdes, them fellas
don't know I'm even here. Thiscould prove to be an advantage for us. The way | figureit
iswe should put the Breen's image al over instead of mine. My way of thinkin' is that
rascal Weyoun might kinda git the idea that ol' boy is tryin' to give him the ol' double-
cross. Know what | mean? After all, if he seein' what he thinks is a small army of Breens
wanderin' 'round this giant rubbish can, it just may git him to thinkin' he's been double-
crosed by Mr. Freeze."

Betazed:

Ruth faces the ambassadors who are gathered in the conference room once again..
"Ambassadors, | have received word from Starfleet about Unity Station. We are on our
own here."

"Of course we are," Alanya states matter-of-factly.

"l suggest we head back to Unity," Ruth says, "and stay just outside of sensor
range. We will see what the Stuation outside is like when we get there."
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CHAPTER 3 Almost Ready

Unity:

Quirk's eyes are dight with enthusasm. "Rosen, for once, | agree. If he suspects
the Breen has double-crossed him, it might distract him even more. Let'sget back to my
establishment and | can get to work on putting the holograms of Brak' Tul al over the
station for the 'Governor' to see and hear. They will al be programmed to do different
actions a the same time. Unfortunately, we can't appear with them or they'll know we're
out of the holo-Quirk's."

Betazed:

"Quirk?" Alanya listens, waits for an answer. The bar should be closed at this hour
so thereislittle danger of her being overheard by the wrong people. But she doesn't seem
to be heard by theright one, either. (Where is he? Did something happen? Krim Los and
Brak' Tul arrived afew hours ago. Did something go wrong? I'll just have to keep trying.)
"Quirk? Michael?' Fnally, she is answered.

Unity:

"Alanya?' Even though therésno one in the bar but Quirk, Rosen, and Michael,
Quirk glances around and leans close to the replicator. "Good to hear your voice again.”

Rosen shakes his head in amusement. (Who woulda thought? Ain't that the dog-
gonedest thing—atalkin' replicator! | might need to talk to that woman sometime about
31)

"Quirk, good to hear you as well."

"I have asurprise for you," the Ferengi goeson. " Section 31 is present and
accounted for."

Alanyais indeed surprised. (WHAT? Rosen??) "Rosen?? Rosen!! You're
there??" The oddsjust got better for the Unity ambassadors.

"Yes, Alanya, I'm here," Rosen says. "Can you give me the status of the rest of the
muckity-mucksthat high-tailed it outta here when the shootin' started?”

The Deltan's voice is alittle giffer. "We haven't heard from some of the ambassa-
dors. We believe they may have been killed on the gation, or simply left."

"Are you folks plannin’ on tryin' to retake this floatin' garbage can? If so, how
soon?We sure could use atiny bit of help around here."

"No, Rosen, we will not 'try' to retake it. We will take back our home. Were
working on a plan, parts of which are already underway. Quirk, do you know what is
happening with Brak' Tul and Krim Los?"

"Oh, yes, | know," Quirk grinsnastily. "Weyoun fell for that part of your plan. Los
was in the brig but we got him out and replaced him with a hologram so they think he's
still there."

"Excellent!"

"And they also think we're still in the phony Quirk's because | put holos of Michael
and myself in there."

"Even better, Quirk."

"I'm going to program a lot of Breen into the holosystem. They're going to random-
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ly appear all over the station. That should confuse Mr. Vorta Weyoun and his pets.
Would that help?'

"It might do more harm right now. Brak' Tul must make Weyoun think he can till
trust the Breen. Go ahead and prepare the holograms but keep that as a backup in case we
need to buy Brak' Tul some time. We will be heading back to the station very soon but
gop out of sensor range. From there, we will let you know what's next. Help Brak' Tul all
you can."

"Now wait a minute," Rosen says. "I don't think it's wise to trust him so much."

"Why isthat, Rosen?'

"I got evidence that hesnot on our Sde at all.”

"If you do, it's because he wanted you to have it. | assureyou, he iscompletdy
loyd to Unity."

The Section 31 agent frowns. "l think it'sa misake and | hope you don't mind if |
keep an eye or two on him."

"Keep dl the eyes on him you like but the order stands, from Ruth and me: help
him. His is the most dangerous assignment of this plan. He must succeed. Now, have you
gotten into Skotek's quarters?'

"That's where we found Rosen," Michael says.

"I don't mean the outer office. There's a second one, hidden."

Michad and Quirk look at each other and mouth, " There's a second one?’

The Deltan continues, "1 don't know how to access it. He shielded the door. It
would be a good idea for you to find it. I'm sure Skotek had some things hidden in there
that we can use. But you haveto find it and get in. All three of you work on that. It could
be important. | have preparationsto make for the return journey. Well be in touch.
Alanya out."

Quirk immediately gets to work on the holograms.

"Quirk, I know where Skotek's inner sanctum is hid. | happened to stumble across
it when | waslayin' low. Little Miss Alanyaisrighter than rain. There be some good stuff
squirreled away there. But just betwixt me and you, | think we oughtta not let Browne
loose in there till you can take a look-see. How you makin' out on them holograms of that
Breen fella?’

Quirk ismaking fine adjusments on the holo-programmer. "Coming dong nicely,
Rosen. Shouldnt take me long."

"Whilewe are here, we should fill up arucksack or two with some grub. This
hiding out with no chow is gittin' kinda old. When you git done with them holograms, let
me know. I'm gonna catch me maybe 20 winks over in the corner.” Quirk nods and keeps
working, and Rosen settles, out of habit, with his back to awall and facing the door but
out of gght of it. He yawns, then says, "Hey, Quirk, cometo think of it, | really only
found the entrance to Skotek's hidin' spot. Maybe a couple of you could go back and try
to get inwhile you're workin' on the holos."

Quirk concentrates for a moment on the readings on the display pandl, "Los, why
don't you and Browne head for Skotek's office again? Well join you soon as | get these
set up.”

Thereis one more brief contact from Betazed asking if they have gotteninto
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Skotek's office. Quirk decides it must be important if they keep asking so he wakes
Rosen and they steal through the corridors until they get to the office. Browne and Krim
are still attempting to find away through it. Eventualy, though none of them is sure just
who did what, thereis aclick. They look at each other and grin. Then they are too busy
falling down to congratulate each other.

The moment the door is breached, an alarm sounds, causing dl in the immediate
vicinity to fall to the ground, clutching their ears; the sound waves are on all frequencies,
literdly excruciaing the doser to the doorway one gets. Those atempting entry scramble
to get away. It's clear they will have to rethink this, find away to get past thisfirst trap
defending the inner office. As soon asal personnel leave the immediate vicinity of the
doorway, the darm stops. But there are anxious moments while the four wait to seeif
anyone dse heard or fet the darm.

Meanwhile, the outer office computer screen lights up and Skotek's face appears.
"Mr. Browne, and | assumethat it's you because only you would try breaking into my
office, | have placed a series of trgps, security measures, and sdf-destruct devices in my
quarters. | don't realy appreciate intruson, and my hope is this will dissuade you from
entering. At best, | will have you in the brig. At worst—well, you might need to be
mopped up. Do please reconsider your actions.” The screen goes dark.

"Well, if he knew it was me, he knew | wouldn't be sopped by a little headache,”
Michael comments.

Rosen, Quirk, and Krim Los exchange looks. "Is he saying we don't have the nerve
to try it??' Los asks.

"Gentlemen," Quirk says, "I think we've either been complimented—"

"Or inaulted,” finishes Rosen." Quirk, | don't think I would be followin' that boy
into that office if | wereyall. That Skotek really has hisinner office rigged up to do some
damageto any fdler that tries to git in there. If you don't believe me, then you need to st
back and ask yersdf how's come ol' Rosen didn't go in there?Y ou know darn well that |
ain't no dummy! That'swhy! | say let Browne go fer it al by hislonesome. But I'm tdlin'
yahean't comin' out dive. That boy has been livin' on borrowed time since the day the
doc smacked hisbottom. As for me, I'm hightailin' it outta here about right now 'cause
that siren isgonna be bringin' some of them Jem'Hadar of that new and improved
Weyoun fellain here on the double. Besides, that would give us the chance to come up
with a plan B while they are whippin' Brown€e's butt.” With that, Rosen turns on his heds
and makes a bee line for the door, not waiting to seeif Quirk or Krim Los are following
the trail he is blazing.

Space:
The trip back to Unity is a solemn one for Curtis and his crew. All aboard the
gphere know that once back, there will be afight the likes of which they could not even
imagine. Someone would have to die and Curtis knows with their new-found indepen-
dence, none of his crew want it to be them. But he also knows that they would die if they
had to, not just to retake the sation but to save anyone that was left behind that may still
be dive. Hefeelslittle comfort in the fact that the crew has been practicing hand-to-hand
combat with the Klingons while at Betazed. He hopes it will not come down to that, how-
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ever. His only hope isthat Browne and Quirk will not get in the way once the battle
starts.

Then it comesto himlike a bolt out of the blue! As he stands up, he calls out to his
helmaman. "Mr. Starcher, open all channels. Send the following message. 'To any vessel
carrying members of the Borg of Unimatrix Zero, thisis the sphere now known as The
Old Dog. We arerequesting any assistance you can offer. We arein transit to Unity
Station where we are going to attempt to retake the station by force. Any assistance
would be welcome. Coordinates to follow"" Curtis knowsthis is along shot but he hasto
try.

"Mr. N'Vak, call up dl data on the station. | want to know all her weaknesses and
strengths. No surprises when we arrive there." N'Vak is Curtiss Executive Officer and
formerly aRomulan before the Borg got hold of him; he would be the one Curtis could
trust to find any tactical weakness that could be exploited. He stands up from his seat and
as he turnsto leave the Bridge, callsout to N'Vak, "If the need arises, I'll be in my
guarters. | have a headache that needs some attention. Keep monitoring that transwarp
conduit. We don't want it collapsing on any of our friends that are traveling back with
us."

Unity:

They don' follow Rosen. "Alanyawantsusto get inor & leas give it agood try.
That's wha we're going to do,” Michael says. "Hrst thing we need is that door alarm off."
He turns and runs through the doorway, setting off the shrieking alarm again.

All the noiseis incredible. Quirk hears phasers and other eectricd items going off,
and wonders if they should have dlowed Browne to enter the office alone after all. Not to
mention, with his Ferengi hearing, it's giving Quirk a headache. Just to be on the safe
sde, Quirk joins Rosen outside Skotek's room. All of a sudden, al goes quiet. Browne
calmly comes out of the room. His shirt isruined and smoking, and his uniform pants are
showing singe marks and rips. Browne says, "One down." He tugs the remains of his
shirt down, takes one step, and dropsto the floor.

Quirk runsto him, rolls him over. "Browne? Y ou okay? Browne! Michadl!" The
Genetically Enhanced Human doesnt move.

"Is he gone?' Krim asks.

Quirk shakes his head but says, "A sad end to abrave Marine. I'll write hisfamily.
And salvagerightsto all his stuff are mine." (If that doesn't bring him around, nothing
will,) the Ferengi thinks.

Browne stirs. "Not yet they aren't!" He sits up. "'l saw some stuff in there that
frankly, even if we do get it, I'm not surewe can figure out how to use it. Skotek's got
that place booby trapped to within an inch of our lives."

"Do wetry again?' Krim asks.

Quirk nods. "1'l go."

"Bemy guest,” Rosen drawls. Buoyed by the thought of Browne's disabling of the
security darm, Quirk moves through the open doorway. Browne's groaning about having
a bigger headache than a hangover at pub night with a Klingon sorority distracts Quirk
for amoment, and he almost loses his face when eight phaser beams lance out inagrid
pattern. Before the Ferengi has even registered the presence of the beams, Rosen yanks
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him backward. "Well, that wily Romulan has some interesting tricks up hisdeeve. | have
afeelin’ that little ol' noisemaker was the least of them."

Astonished at the quickness of Rosen and the almost loss of his beautiful features,
Quirk gingerly touches his ears to make sure they're still there and unhurt. "That was a
close cdl. Thank you. If we get out of this one dlive, Mr. Rosen, I'm going to offer you
something very un-Ferengi-like. Y ou got afree tab at my establishment—"

"What?2" from Michad.

"—for aweek," Quirk finishes. "What? Did you think | was going to say for life??
I'm grateful but I'm till Ferengi!™

Space:

Alanya watches the lights blinking on the control pand of her shuttle. Thanks to
Curtis of Borg, the return trip to Unity through the transwarp conduit took far less time
than it would have. They are only minutes away.

And yet...

She has been nagged by the feeling that she should have waited just a little longer
before joining the ambassadors heading back to Unity space. She has no idea why that
feding has pergsted but it has, as if she left something unfinished, or is waiting for
something to happen. But what?

Naya-Mirith is on Betazed. This was no place for the sehlat. Naya wasforever
surprising her. She had expected a fight when she told the animal she was staying on
Betazed. But Naya had camly looked at her for along moment, then went to the rug she
had claimed as her own in their quarters, and made hersdf comfortable. So that, at
least, was one fight she would not have.

The shuttle slows; only moments now. Her mind turns to the battle ahead...

She's in the mood for afight.
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CHAPTER 4 Whose Side IsHe On?

Unity:

Eris looks around nervoudy. "If the Governor finds out, he will kill you without a
thought. Y ou should never came back here. You put me at risk helping you but the
'‘Governor' has such delusions of grandeur." She shakes her head. "Something must have
gone wrong with the cloning processthe last time. Here, go before we both get killed.

Eris hands Brak' Tul a package and leaves. The Breen Ambassador turnsand also
leaves.

Brak' Tul nearly Sghs with relief when the door to his quarters closes behind
him. Thisisthe only place on Unity where he can comfortably remove his enviro-suit;
therest of the station is smply too hot. He has some delicate work to do for which
he'd need his hands unencumbered by his gloves.

The Breen unlocks his helmet and lifting it off, setsit with his gloves on the
table beside the package that Eris3 gave him. Strange how something so small would
have such a huge impact on so many lives.

For him, it would be an undeniable declaration of where his loyalties lie. Now to
set it and get it in place. Swiftly, he makes the necessary adjustments, knowing he
would get jus one chance. When he finishes, he rechecks his work. Perfect. Now he
needs to get it to the proper place, then find a certain being and keep him occupied.

Ashelifts his helmet to his head, he glances around his quarters. In his heart,
this has been his true home. But after this, he wondersif he'll see it again. Helmet
and gloves on, he picks up the package and leaves without a backward glance.

Space:
The last ambassador's ship has arrived at the rendezvous point. As the transwarp
conduit collapses, Curtis hails Ruth. "How much longer?'

"His signal should be coming soon," she answers. That is, if nothing has gone
wrong.

Unity:

He reaches his degtination with only one encounter. The JemHadar thought to
block the Breen's path until Brak' Tul simply planted hisfeet and v-e-r-y dowly
swivelled his head toward the soldier until he was looking directly at him, at which point
the soldier had second thoughts and backed away. For some reason, most species are
intimidated by his enviro-suit, afact he is grateful for.

He sets the plasma charge, and as he activates the timer, he asks the computer
through his helmet link, "Where isthe Vorta Weyoun?"

The answer startles him. He expectsto hear that Weyoun is in "his" office or Ops.
Instead, the computer gives his location as "Engineering deck, section L, corridor 3-"
That means he's 30 meters away and heading directly toward the Breen!

Fortunately, this is one of a great many scenarios the Ambassador rehearsed on the
journey from Betazed. Calmly, he checks the timer to make sure it's functioning, then he
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exits to intercept Weyoun. He needs to keep the Vorta occupied for—he checks the dock
he has asked his helmet to display—three and a half minutes. Then it won't matter. Fifteen
seconds after that, the bomb will explode, taking out the station's shield generator and
allowing the Ambassadors to board and reclam their own.

Approaching Weyoun (he refuses to cal him Governor even in his own mind), he
sees the Vortais in no hurry; he's only ten meters closer. The Breen thinkswith disgus,
(He is probably surveying "his' territory, or more likey, gloating over it. Enjoy it while
you can, Vortaclone!)

Weyoun sees Brak' Tul and smirks at him. The Breen wishes he could smply reach
out and tear the Vortds head off but he cant. Yet. "Yes, Brak' Tul? What isit?' he says
pleasantly.

Sometimes one can take small compensations. He does by not even using the
Vortas name. "What about the prisoner?’

"Which one? There are many," Weyoun grins.

"The Bgoran. Krim Los." He speaks just a little dower than he normaly does,
adding time to the diversion, hopefully enough time.

00.02.59.

"I am planning alovely and very painful death for him. Public, of course.”

"How do you plan to execute him?' The Breen manages to sound a little blood-
thirsty and eager to hear the details. Anything to keep him talking.

Weyoun beginsto walk again but Brak' Tul stands where he is and the V orta stops.
"I haven't decided yet. There are several ways to go but be assured, they won't cause
immediate death. But definitely death.”

"I would liketo be present. To see this Bgjoran die. He has been a thorn in my side
for too long."

"Of course. Why, | may even allow you to take part in it."

"I would be pleased to do so."

And the counter reads 00.02. 21.

Space:

Warning klaxons which began screaming on every ship nearly ten minutes ago are
suddenly glent, though the flashing Red Alert Sgnals continue. Soldiers wait Sde-by-
sde with Ambassadorsin trangporter rooms. Some carry asingle knife dong with their
phasers; others, like Kathva and Curtis, literally bristle with weapons. Kathvaj's trea-
sured bat'leth glitters in his hands.

Ambassador Green feels the strain of waiting for the signal to attack. She has been
watching non-stop, eyes glued to the screen and sensors since they arrived. She is armed
with more than a phaser aswell, but her "extra' weapons are her Betazoid telepathy and
empathic sense. To get Unity back, she intends to use them.

Alanya, too, watches for the shiddsto drop. Sheis at her shuttl€s controls, her
fingers poised to activate the transporter. She watches the sensors, eyes dark, face
Vulcan. Thereis no trace of emotion there. Thiswill be a war, and because dl isfair in
war, she will use her "extra' weapons without guilt: she is Vulcan...and she stopped
taking the pheromone suppressors three days ago.

Any time now.
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Unity:

A shocking thought hits Krim Los. "We forgot to secure something as a command
post for the final assault!"

"We don't have to worry about that. I'm sure they have one dready picked out. |
have your back, old friend. Let's get going. Are the rest of you with us? Rosen, Browne,
let's move out, Marines. You all know the drillHook out for anybody who may be
suspicious.” Quirk can't help wondering just how much the Breen is doing to save the
station, but knows heis doing his level best. "We mugt assist in saving the station from
tyrants like the so-called governor at al cost...even my establishment.” He getsthe
reaction he wants; they grin at hisnotion of the ultimate sacrifice.
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CHAPTER 5 Hero's End

The helmet chronometer reads 00.00.19 when the Breen findly allows himsdf to
believe there's a chance this plan will succeed. He is tensing, ready. In just afew sec-
onds, he will get his chance to take that scrawny Vorta neck in his hands and—

"Governor," a JemHadar gpproaches from behind the Breen ambassador.

"Yes?' Weyoun asks, managing to sound bored and annoyed at being interrupted
while discussing his favorite subject—himself.

"I found-"

Alarm bellsgo off in Brak' Tul's mind. He knows before he turns around what he
will see and heisright. In the soldier's hands is—

"—this," the Jem'Hadar says.

And holds out the bomb.

The counter is now at 00.00.12.

Thereis no time to think. To his right, he sees Weyoun recognize the "package" for
what it is. Asthe Vorta dragsin a deep breath to shout, the blow from the Breen's fist
lands with such force, Weyoun flies the length of the corridor, landing in a heap against
the far wall. Brak' Tul can only hope he's dead.

Meanwhile, the Jem'Hadar has spent the last second-and-a-half of his life staring
in surprise. When he reacts, it istoo late. In one swift motion, the Breen turnson him;
one hand closes on the bomb while the fist again lands full force, snapping the soldier's
neck.

00.00.08.

He has never moved so fast in his life. He covers the distance to the shidd
generator with three and a half seconds to spare. He sets the bomb on the console-

00.00.02.6—

—turns, takes a step—

00.00.01.1-

—another, and dives away—

00.00.00.

Heliesagaing a control pand near awal. Thereis no pain and heis grateful for
that. But did he succeed? He waits, listens.

On every ship, the same triumphant yell is heard. "He did it! Transporters-GO!"

The room is smoky from the explosion and every so often, several control panels
spit spark showers into the air. He had thought at first that his enviro-suit may have saved
his life. Now, however, he thinksit has merely prolonged it.

Now thereis pain.

At the far end of the corridor outside, a dazed, bloody Weyoun staggers to his feet
and needs a moment to orient himself. Then, leaning heavily on the walls, he headsfor a
turbolift.

A familiar whinefills the room, thoughit is muted. (My hearing or damaged audio
sensors?), hethinks then nearly laughs. (At a time like this...lucky | still have my head.)
He has been resting with his eyes closed, hoping to live long enough to know. Now he
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opens them, and does. Ambassadors Ruth Green, Curtis of Borg, the Klingon Kathvaj,
and Alanya materialize along with two Borg whom Curtis sends to guard the doors.

They reach himin a breath. Ruth Green instantly hits her comm badge. "Medical
emergency! Breen ambassador down! | need a med team NOW! Stand by to beam him-"

"No."

"Brak' Tul-"

Others are materializing here and dl over the station. As soon as they are s0lid,
they clear the way for the next group. More than one face here shows sorrow, and
respect.

"No," he mumbles. "I will die here. In my home. With my...family."

"You aren't going to—" Ruth begins but she knows, as he does.

His helmet displays red warnings of systems shutting down. The suit's cooling
system went right after the blast but he fedls srangely cold. Not uncomfortably so
but it isodd; he has never redly felt "cold" before. "Have finished mission."

Blinking tears, Ruth smiles. "Yes, you did."

"None will ever...question loydty again."

"I never doubted it."

"I know."

Curtisleansinto the Breen's view. "Can we get you anything, Brak' Tul? Do any-
thing?'

"Tired," hewhispers. "Helmet."

"What about it?"

"Taket...off."

"Areyou sure?' Curtis asks.

A tiny nod. "No harm now. Want to spend last moments...with you with no
barriers.”

As Curtis and Kathvaj remove the helmet, Ruth looks at the Vulcan Alanya. The
Betazoid is sruggling to handle the waves of pain her empathic senseis receiving from
the Breen. (Alanya, pleasel—can you help him?)

Alanyafedsit, too. (Yes. | can. | will if he will allow it.) She moves closer as
Kathva sets the helmet aside. The craggy facetries to smile at her but he can't. "You are
in pan, Brak' Tul."

"Yes," hewhispers raggedly and it is there in his voice, heard for the first time
without the helmet'sfilter.

"1 can help," she offers softly. At his fractional nod, she orders every male out
of the room except the Borg and the Klingon; they wouldnt go, anyway. To them, she
says, "Do not forget why we are here. Look at him, not at me." In the next second, the
Deltan Alanya emerges and the pheromones are staggering, even controlled asthey are.
"Him!" she hisses and the two maes drag their eyes back to the Breen.

Alanya pulls off one of his gloves, gently takes hishand in hers, locks her dark
eyes to his, and notices they are blue.

A second later, he relaxes, nearly pain-free. "You are beautiful," he tells her and the
amile he gets back would have made him sumble if hed been sanding. With atiny smile
of his own, he goes on, "But you are not my type." She doesn't answer, doesn't haveto.
Can't afford to, but she allows atiny smile of her own, and he knows she understands.
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"Kathvg]. Favor."

The Klingon is till beside him. "What do you need, Breen?'

"Weyoun's head-be nice. Just get Unity back."

"We will. | swear it on the Sword of Kahless!" He has migudged this Breen who
has proven to be of the highest honor. "Y ou have earned a place in Sto-Vo-Kor, Brak'
Tul."

This strikes the Breen as amusing. "And will you howl me into the next world,
Klingon?'

He nods. "They must know that a great and noble warrior approaches.”

He can't helpit; he laughs. " Can you-imagine that? A Breen in Sto-Vo-Kor?'

"When | get there, | will find you and we will sit by the fires and sing warriors
songs and hunt our enemies!™

(It ends.) Ruth hears the Deltan's warning in her head.

"So | will get to—hunt Weyoun for eternity!" Heis slowly sagging. Kathvaj and
Curtis hold him upright. "Thank you for giving me a pleasant thought to take with me."

It is suddenly too much effort to continue. The blue eyes they saw too briefly dose.
Only afew breaths remain. The last thing that Breen Ambassador Brak' Tul hearsisthe
Klingon, then the others with him, howling loud enough to shake loose pieces of debris,
to indeed be heard in Sto-Vo-Kor.

Alanyagently lays the Breen's hand on his chest. She stands and her expresson, in
spite of the pheromones, is s frightening, the others back away a few steps. Her phaser
ison her belt but she doesn't draw it. Instead, she draws a sword, a nasty-looking, double-
edged, razor-sharp blade. "Now we take back what isours. They die-or we do."

She stalks out the door. She doesn't look to seeif the others are following; she
knows they are.

And the fight for Unity Station ison.

Hearing the explosions throughout the station, Quirk and his companions sop for a
brief moment. They hear aloud unmistakably Klingon howl. Quirk's blood chills as he
thinks, (What hero has goneto Sto-Vo-Kor?) Then he turns toward the sound and
proceeds with caution, not knowing what to expect, only knowing his friends are there,
and the time has come. "It'stimeto take back our home," says Quirk, adangerous glint in
his eyes, "no matter if | diein doing so. Let'sgo, Marines!" he bellows, and leaving
behind all Ferengi traits, Quirk boldly takes on his Human half for the conquest of the
Jem'Hadar and Weyoun.

Ruth thinks to herself as she follows Alanya down the hall, (I really hoped to never
have to do thisagain. Betazoids hate violence. | guess al the telepathic warfare that
Deanna Troi taught will be useful once again. | really hoped not to ever usethisto kill
again. Too bad Skotek is not here. Heis-), and she is saddened as she changesthe
thought to past tense, (was good at this. He was the best chief of security we had. Wonder
if he still has afew of his surprises still working on the sation.)

Somewhere:
As the ambassadors invade the gaion with various teams from their worlds, they
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seem to have forgotten one lone person with a huge ship."Fools, | guess some things have
to be done yourself if you want to get it done right." As he heads off the Bridge, he stops
and ordersthe two nearest guards, "Y ou and you. With me."

Unity:

A bloody Governor Weyoun is coming out of his daze as he reaches Ops. "HOW
DARE HE? THISISWHAT I GET FOR CARING, FOR MAKING FRIENDS! HE
TRIED TO KILL ME!"" He is so angry, he s literally spitting the words out. "What did |
ever do to deserve this??'

A Jem'Hadar looks up from the console. "Governor, shields are down and we have
signsof various alien races beaming aboard the ation."

Governor Weyoun looks up, shocked. "NO!! Get those shields up!" He has never
felt so betrayed. "Y ou care for them and look what they do to you. He was working with
them all along! Make sure no one getsinto Command. Dispatch a patrol to meet these
aliens and show them the way out."

The Jem'Hadar gives the order but he also sees the numbers of enemy who are
beaming in. "l don't think—"

"That's right,” Weyoun hisses. "You DON'T think. Y ou're not here to think! You
arehereto obey MY orders. If you dont like your lot in life, say so and | will change it
for you!"

"We live to serve!" the soldier barks.

"That's right—and don't you EVER forget it!" Governor Weyoun then adds, "Make
sure the hatches on that level are al open.” He thinks, (Thisis my station. All of my plans
are ruined because of HIM! But | will be back to take what's mine!) He stalks out toward
his office.

Quirk and his group make short work of the enemy troops they encounter. Michad
surprises them by pulling an amazing collection of throwing knives from pockets, belts,
boots, and sleeves. One of them dlices through Krim Los's sleeve on its way to its target
Jem'Hadar. When he sees the others' stares, he grins. "It's ahobby." At that moment,
another JemHadar starts around the corner, sees them, and goesthe other way, with
Browne in pursuit.

The Ferengi leads the group toward sounds of fighting. They find a mass of dead
enemies and severd bloody but very much dive ambassadors. Quirk, just as bloody,
welcomes them home.."Where are Ruth and Alanya?' he asks, thinking to himsalf, (And
whereisthat [Ferengi expletive which cannot be trandated to English] Weyoun? | want
his head on a platter!)

Brownefindly catches up with them but what a strange sght! Heis carrying his
right arm!

Krim Los exclaims, "Michael! You're hurt!"

"It's nothing," Browns says and shiftsthe arm to carry it over his shoulder. "It'sthe
one the Klingon took off by accident awhile ago. Jem'Hadar surprised me and cut it off
s0 | surprised him back when | picked it up and threw it a him. He was so shocked, he
never saw methrow the knife. Now | just need to find someone to put it back on again.
Till then, I can give you a hand...but only one!"
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As the ambassadors start down the hal of Unity Station, Ruth stays back and turns
acorner, leaving the rest to continue on without her. She makes no attempt to tell them
that she isleaving them. "Thisis beg, that | leave without their knowledge. They would
only want to come along and help. | cannot take that chance. | sworel would not do this
again." (Twelve hundred Betazoids, four out of every ten Betazoid telepaths were killed
from the strain of the empathic assault when taking back Betazed from the Dominion,)*
she thinks as she heads down the lone corridor. " Skotek, why did you have go and play
hero? | hope it iswhere you said it was left."

RED ALERT-EVACUATE! SELF-DESTRUCT SEQUENCE STARTED. FIVE
MINUTES TO SELF-DESTRUCT, RED ALERT. AUDIO COUNTDOWN WILL
START AT TWO-MINUTE MARK. EVACUATE! EVACUATE!

"Great. Only way that could be triggered without my authorization isif someone
entered into the very center of the station past all thetraps and alarms. That is one reason
Skotek put hisinner office there, for security so no one but authorized people would be
able to enter. Someone found a way to the door if not in. | hopeit was not one of the
ambassadors nosing around that tripped it. Must move faster. Even less time now. OK,
just down this hall..."

Ruth turns and seestwo Jem'Hadar soldiers guarding the area. (These must be
Governor Weyoun's soldiers-they do not have tubes for white.) "This day just does not
seem to get better.”

RED ALERT-EVACUATE! FOUR MINUTES TO SELFDESTRUCT.

* The Battle of Betazed, by Pocket books.
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CHAPTER 6 And Then There Were None

By the time Weyoun reaches his office, he is clear-headed but seething with rage
a the Breen's treachery. He knows there are broken bonesin hisface, and blood is ill
0ozing from his smashed nose. But that is secondary. Hisfirst priority isto escape so he
can lielow and make plans to try again.

"Try again!!'" he snarls. "It was PERFECT—it was MINE until tha—that—" He is 0
furious, he can't even think of aword. He slams around the office, throwing things out of
hisway while he gathers persond things to take with him. The next time, he vows, he
will trust NO ONE!

The door dlides open while his back isto it. "WHAT??' he explodes as he turns
around. There in the open doorway is—

Himself.

"Oh, you," he sneers. "I'm amazed that you have the nerve to show yourself, es-
pecially where there's real fighting." He continues throwing things aside, and a few
thingsinto asmall travel case. "Cometo take back your office?

"Not exactly." The Vorta Ambassador—the real one-stares at the other. Heis
waiting for the right moment. (Just a little more, Weyoun. If you'd jugt turn alittle
more to the left.)

"Come to gloat about my failed plan, then?' comes out through cenched teeth.
"Well, go ahead. But | warn you, 'Weyoun'," and the name sounds like acurse, "I will
be back—make no mistake!"

(Not if I canhdp it!), the Ambassador thinks At that moment, the usurper turns.
(NOw!)

Unfortunately, aso a that moment, the comm system and Red Alert klaxon start
shrieking a the same moment:

RED ALERT-EVACUATE! SELF-DESTRUCT-

Startled, the "Governor" jerks upright. "WHAT NOW?21?'

And the Vorta Ambassador misses. The hand aimed at the usurper's kill switch
slams his shoulder instead, sending him over the desk.

Uh-oh.

RED ALERT, FOUR MINUTES TO SELF DESTRUCT.

Ruth sees two Jem'Hadar guarding the door she has to enter. "I hope this workson
these different Jeam'Hadar." Ruth startsto concentrate on the nearest JemHadar. Project-
ing emotions of anger and dispair into his mind, she pictures him strangling the other
Jem'Hadar. The nearest Jem'Hadar |ooks at the other one guarding the door. An instant
later, his hands are around the other's throat. This takes the Jem'Hadar by surprise asthe
other one takes his throat and twistswith a snapping sound, instantly killing him. Ruth
then projects even more dispair and pictures the Jem'Hadar with his gun to his head.
Sweating with the strain, Ruth visuaizes the Jem'Hadar pulling the trigger. BANG. She
opens her eyes and see the Jem'Hadar dead at the door. Staggering to the door, she
punches in the secret code that only two—no, one-person would know. The door opens
and she entersto find it right where Skotek said it would aways be. Ruth puts on the
personal phasing cloak and vanishes. She walks over to the wall and enters another code
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and a secret panel opens. To anyone looking they would just see the wall open onits
own. She takes out a bracelet and putsit on.

RED ALERT! TWO MINUTES TO SELF-DESTRUCT.

"Okay, | hope you are right, Skotek, that thiswill dwayswork even with no power
here." She touches a button and vanishes.

RED ALERT, 1 MINUTE 50 SECONDS TO SELFDESTRUCT.

Ruth materializes inside the very inner part of Unity Station. She isinsde Skotek's
inner, inner office, which no one but Skotek and she knew about. The personal transport-
er did work after dl.

1 MINUTE 30 SECONDSTO SELFDESTRUCT.

Ruth hurriesto the panel. She has only been here twice before and both timeswith
Skotek. "Remember: should you ever have to come here in an emergency and want total
control, it is set up to authorize you with aretinal scan and a password," he had said.

1 MINUTE 10 SECONDSTO SELF~DESTRUCT.

"1 know! | know! What is the name of that Terran mythicd bird that is believed to
be reborn from ashes?' she mutters.

1 MINUTE 5 SECONDS TO SELFDESTRUCT.

"Got it!". She typesinto the console* ** **** gnd letsthe computer scan her eye
after shetakes off the phase cloak.

1 MINUTE TO SELF-DESTRUCT.

59

58

57

56

55

54

53

52

| dentity confirmed.

50

49

48

Ruth hurries over the console. "Computer, cancel Red Alert. Authorization Beta-
zoid Omega 7."

44

43

42

Computer does not answer.

41

RED ALERT. SELF-DESTRUCT CANNOT BE CANCELLED AFTERT -30
SECONDS.

40

39

38
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Ruth hurries over to another pand and starts typing.

37

36

35

34

33

32

SELF-DESTRUCT SEQUENCE CANCELLED. BETAZOID OMEGA 7
AUTHORIZATION CONFIRMED.

Ruth dumps into the corner, alows herself afew secondsto breathe before reach-
ing for the phase cloak again.

"You DARE?" The "Governor" is so shocked, he can't ydl; it's amere whisper.

"Not bad for aweakling, was it?' the Ambassador replies. (So we do it the hard
way.) He had a phaser when he beamed over but it was quickly used up and he dropped
it.

"At least you showed SOME backbone before you die," the usurper sneers. He
knows there was a phaser on his desk but in hisrage, it's one of the things he swept aside.
Heis watching the Vortaand throwing quick glances around the room trying to find it.

The Ambassador knows the moment he sees what he has been searching for; the
usurper's eyes stop scanning the room, lock in one place for a second longer. Following
the gaze, Weyoun seesit, too, and knows he MUST stop him from reaching it. One or
both of themwill die in the next few minutes. (If that's what it takes,) he thinks

He moves a split second after the usurper, cuts him off, knocks him aside to the
floor. In the fight that follows, neither seesthe figure that enters and stops in the door-
way.

When pushed to desperation, every being will fight for surviva. So it iswith the
two Weyouns. But being unused to physica combat, it takes less than a minute for both
to pant with the exertion. So far, the Ambassador has prevented every attempt to reach
the phaser, though he has not dared to take his eyes off the usurper long enough to reach
it himself.

Finally, the enhanced V orta feints one way; when Weyoun moves that way to block
him, he abruptly changes direction and with a shout of triumph, dives past the Ambassa-
dor, reaching for the phaser—

—and feels a crushing blow on his back which knocks him flat, drivesthe air from
hislungs. He fightsto remain conscious, puts everything he hasinto pulling air into his
lungs and triesto move-he knows he hasjust seconds before his adversary moves in for
the kill—

But those seconds pass. Then afew more. His dazed mind wonders what the Am-
bassador iswaiting for. He manages to turn his head enough to see him.

Vorta Ambassador Weyoun lies on the floor not two meters away. Unmoving.

He can hardly believe it. What happened? Did the fool break his own neck? He
starts to smile but another figure movesinto view.

"What—you—doing here?' he gasps.

"I so wanted to see him kill you," Eris3 answers, "but when he smashed into you
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that last time, he fell backwards. Hit his neck, the back of it."

He starts laughing. "'Y ou mean-he actually—triggered his own-kill switch?"

She nods, and moves closer. Reaches down asif to help him up. "So | get the
pleasure of doing it mysalf." She dips her hand around, finds the exact spot, and with a
nasty grin at hislook of horror, presses.

She knows the countdown has continued so she must finish what she must do and
get out. Quickly she checksthe Ambassador. He is indeed dead. Taking the few stepsto
the comm panel, she records avery brief message and instructs the computer to play it
when one of the senior staff next accesses the comm system...if it isn't blown to bits. She
has one more task which she completes as the computer announces IMINUTE 50 SEC-
ONDSTO SELF-DESTRUCT. Now carrying asmall sealed bag, she dipsout the door a
arun for the shuttle bay.

In an effort to stop the self-destruct, Alanya leads a groups of ambassadors and
troops toward Station Ops. She hears running footsteps but knows time is short so she
doesn't stop but raises her sword while those with her, Curtis of Borg and Kathva) a step
behind, lift their weapons. But the person runs straight past at the junction, doesn't even
see them. Alanya recognizes Eris3 who appears to be carrying a very smdl bag.

"Emergency transport to Ops!" Alanya yells after slapping her comm badge; the
computer marks 1 MINUTE 10 SECONDS TO SELF-DESTRUCT. They materialize at
1 MINUTE 5 SECONDS. Working feverishly, each triesto stop the countdown without
success.

At 35 SECONDS, they know it's no use.

34...

The Deltan hits her comm badge. "Emergency transport! Everybody out NOW!"

33...

32...

The computer voice announces, "SELF-DESTRUCT SEQUENCE ABORTED
VIA AUTHORIZATION OF BETAZOID AMBASSADOR GREEN."

They finally notice Ruth isn't with them. None knows when she left or how she did
it. Or how she sopped the self-destruct. And for right now, they don't care.

Alanyalooks at the group that surround her now. They are ragged, bruised, aimost
all are bloody, including herself. Her sword and Kathva's bat'leth drank deeply, and both
she and the Klingon wear clothes now stiff with the drying blood of Jem'Hadar. Some are
now sitting on the floor, their adrenaline rush gone and with it, the strength to stand.
Some now cry quiet tearsfor the falen; there wasn't time for them before the battle. She
taps her comm badge. "Report, al units.”

One after another, they report their positions secure. A few still have fighting going
on, but it is not expected to last long. The Klingon grinsat his Borg friend. "Curtis of
Borg, we may not have an opportunity like this for along while."

Curtis nods. "Better than hunting cas." They turn to Alanya and she nods agree-
ment; they are out the door a moment later and Kathvagj's battle cry can be heard echoing
through the corridor.

Alanya taps the comm badge once more. "Attention, all units. Unity Station is ours
again!"
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CHAPTER 7 Endings and Beginnings

Space:

<Confirmed, identity input>

Graceful wings fold back on themselves, opening up into asort of X shape from the
body of the ship.

<Lifeform detected in sanctum, password confirmed, Program Phoenix Alpha 1
initiated.>

Warp engines unfold from the body of the ship, extending out into space. The other
ships nearby seem unaware of the changes, even the crew aboard seems unaware. Only
one being knows what is going on-the entity at the very core of the ship, conrolling the
computer center with a sentient will. The ship is his body, the core fluctuating with
power asthe internal energy sysem springs to life.

Aboard the Borg sphere, Curtisis watching the progress of the battle. Reports are
flooding in, and soon it will be his turn to strike. Suddenly, a technician at the science
station jerks upright. "Ambassador!”

Curtis swings around, rushing to the computer screen even asthe technician is
giving his report. "There's an energy spike from the Phoenix...its a wave I've never seen
before."

Curtis looks at the display and growls, "That's a Genesis Wave! It was in the Borg
Collective database." Thisis not good, a Genesis Wave now... He beginsto rapid-fire
orders."DORVAN! | NEED A SHUTTLE LAUNCHED TO ESTABLISH A TRANS-
WARP CONDUIT AND | NEED IT OPENED NOW! K'T€liv, send the following
message to dl vesses within range: 'Attention, Unity Station, Ambassadors, and all
ships! Thisis Curtis of Borg. We have detected a Genesis Wave from an unknown
vessel. We are opening a transwarp conduit. When the conduit opens up, enter it without
hesitation. We have no idea how long we've got until detonation." Also, stress that thisis
their best chance for survival!

"T'Sket, I want Unity scanned for lifeforms, focusing on the ambassadors first.
Have them all beamed to cargo bay 1. Also, | want you to make every attempt to locae
the remains of the Breen ambassador and have them beamed aboard aswell.

"Mr. N'V &k, take a security team to cargo bay 1. I n the event we bring over any of
the new Jem'Hadar, | want those hybrids secured and taken into custody, alive if possible.

"B'retacha, did you get an opportunity to attempt what we had discussed before
boarding the station?"

The reborn Klingon turnstoward Curtisand just shakes his head no.

"That's al right, my friend. Maybe we will get a second chance." After giving
orders, Curtisturns back to the monitor to ook at the wave, only to see it building faster
and fager. Inade, he knows that timeis short until the detonation occurrs, and heis
worried that not everyone would get away alive.

"Someone get me scanson that vessel that appeared. Odd...| have never seen
anything like it before.” On the off chance of finding something in the ship's records,
Curtis taps away at the panels in front of him but there seems to be no record of a vessel
likethis. "K'Tdiv, try to hal that incoming vessd and inform it we are on amission of
mercy and not a Collective Sphere, and that any help they could offer would be appreci-

31



ated."

Unity:

(Everyones leaving. Explosions, fires, weapons fire, an' a whole mess of them
alien shipsaround thisstation. | think it may be best if was gittin' my butt outta here ‘fore
sumpin' real bad happens. My work hereis done for the time being. I'll be back when
things cool down awee bit.) Rosen touches the panel in front of him. "Computer, sart
fagt launch sequence, beam me aboard. Authorization RO1-RO1-GO." Thereis afamiliar
whine...and the Section 31 operative disappears

Outside Unity station, ambassador ships are leaving the station asfast as they can
get out. Ships of all sizesand makesfill the sky, all heading for the conduit the Borg
shuttle has made.

Insidethe very center of the gation, Ruth is awaken from her exhausted deep by a
mae voice that she should know, but it would take too much effort to recognize in her
current state, shouting, "Leave NOW!".

"What? Who?"' she mumbles. She looks around and sees no one. She tries to get up
but falls back down as the exhaustion tries to reclaim her. She pulls herself up to the
consolelong enough to touch the transporter button that isinstaled there. Ruth materia-
izesin the hallway right outside of the shuttle bays. She seesthe last shuttle leave the
empty bay as she slumps down to the floor. As exhaudtion findly claims her agan, there
isno one around, or aship left in the bays. Sheisaone on astation about to be swept by
a Gened's Wave as she passes out.

In aflash of an eye, a bright light appears and is gone just as fast. Standing over
Ruth is Tigri, along with Q. "Ruth," speaks Tigri, "do you require assistance? Please let
Q and mysdf help you. What do you say? Ruth?'

"Tigri?" Ruth says blurry-eyed. "Help me"

"Mr. N'Vak, thisis Curtis. Did we get any ambassadors with any of those beam
overs?'

"Unknown as of yet, sr. | am still taking count of exactly who iswho, and the tota
numbers of bodies here. We did, however, get three of the atered Jem'Hadar soldiers.”

"Good. If any of those Jem'Hadar give you any problems whatsoever, you have
permission to beam them & least ten meters outside of the ship. In fact, if anyone causes
any problems, beam them out as well. Have a security detail get those Jem'Hadar to a
secure area a once. We have a medical team on theway as | speak. Oh, and one more
thing, Mr. N'Vak. If you call me SIR one more time, | will have you beamed ten meters
outside of the ship. Curtis out.”

Curtis issues orders to the security team, then turns back to the Science officer.
"T'Sket, isthere any way possible to get the exact location of the Genesis device, and can
we get to it to disarm it before it goes off ?* Curtis asks, dready knowing the answer.

"Negative, sir. We can locate it but we have no way to disarmit. Once enabled,
there is no way to stop a Genesis Wave from final build-up.”

The response is not what Curtis had hoped to hear. But he knew before he asked
thereis no way to disable the device. Looking around the room, Curtis takes comfort in
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knowing that he and his crew will make it out of the areain time, and that any ships en-
tering the conduit will be saved.

But onething...it's that one thing his mind keeps wandering back to...

"Curtis, thisis N'Vak. We have a situation here. There is what appearsto be a
Human, small in stature, holding one of his arms. Heis @ther drunk or hasthe worst
concussion | have ever seen. Thisindividua is very battered and he just mumbles, 'give
me another round and | can take them all on! SEMPER FI!" When asked his name, he
keeps saying something about dragonflies. Please advise."

Rolling his eyes, Curtislooks at the ceiling, dmost positive who his XO is taking
about, and responds, "Mr. N'Vak, has this person any sort of ID on him?'

"No, si...err, no, Curtis, but he is wearing the remains of what appears to have been
at one time amilitary uniform. It would seem he has at some point donned a Starfleet
Marine uniform."”

"All right. | believe you have Ambassador Browne. Usually heis found in the very
near vicinity of Ambassador Quirk so be on the look out for a Ferengi. In the meantime,
if the 'Dragonfly’ causes any problem, have him beamed twenty meters outside of the
ship. No, ignore that. As soon as possble, | want to know how many ambassadors are on
board and have them brought to the Bridge and made comfortable. Assign guest quarters,
such as we have. Curtis out."

Curtisturnsto T'Sket at the science station. "T'Sket, how long until detonation?"

"Curtis, there are approximately three minutes until detonation."

"Good. That should be enough time. | want beamed over to the last known location
of the Breen ambassador. Give me two and a half minutes, then beam me back to this
spot."”

As Curtis stands up from his seat, T'Sket looks at him, reaches to the consolein
front of him, and activates the transporter. As he sarts to dematerialize, he says, "T'Sket,
you have the ship. See you in..." were the last words heard from Curtis.

Stunned at the sudden change in scenery, Quirk sits down next to his old friend
Krim Los and says, "l really hate this, but | think we are in more trouble than we asked
for. Ideas asto what to do now, my friend? | am open to suggestions." Looking around
the new surroundings, he thinks, (Thislooks alot like one of those Borg ships. Could it
be Curtiss vessdl, or another Borg ship ready to simulate everyone??) "Hello! Is anyone
there?'

"Attention, please. Asyou may have noticed, you are on a Borg vessel. You will
not be assmilated. My nameisN'Vak, and | am First Officer of this ship, commanded by
Curtis. Please cooperate with the security staff so we can get all personnel accounted
for."

Unity:

Curtis runs through the station in adirect line to Weyoun's office. It'sagood thing
he knowsthe way. Thereis sanmoke and debris and he thinks sadly of the way the station
looked the first time he saw it...no time now. He runsthrough the door, seesthe bodies of
both Weyouns on the floor. He kneels by the ambassador. He did come through in the
end. But again, no time for sentiment right now. He drags the ambassador's body over to
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the dead usurper, places them as close as he can, drops his comm badge on them and runs
for the door.

Curtislooks around, squinting. It's hard to see with dl this smoke. "He's got to be
here somewhere. He fell in the shidd generator room which is just up there." Walking as
quickly as all the debris piles adlow, he findly seeswhat he has been searching for. "Ah,
there's his helmet. Now to find hisbody." (Damn, it's been two minutes—no time left! We
placed him in thisvicinity...I know we did.) Turning left, Curtis literaly trips on the
remains of the Breen ambassador. "Great! Got you now, and we've got to get out of here,
my friend. T'Sket, lock on the Breen's comm badge and transport. | have what | came
after."

As s00n as he boards the sphere, it eases toward the transwarp conduit. It is amost
al over now. "T'Sket, how long until detonation?' Curtis asks. The reply is 28 seconds.
Curtis calls out, "Lock on to my comm badge and beam it to this location NOW!"

Without hesitation, T Sket hits the transporter controls. To the horror of everyone
on the bridge, they see the remains of the "Governor" Weyoun materialize along with
Ambassador Weyoun. They look at Curtis, their confusion obvious.

"Y ou didn't think | was giving him another chance when that Genesis bomb goes
off, did you?' Curtis sayswith agrin on hisface. None of them has thought of that and
they tell him so. More solemnly, Curtis says, "I've beamed the body of Ambassador
Weyoun over, too. Partly for the same reason, but also because he proved himsdf a hero,
unlikely as that is. Well find out from Ruth or Alanyawhat to do with his body."

Curtis then cdls out, "Mr. Starcher, set acourse to the Breen home world. | don't
know what their customs are but his people should &t least be able to give the ambassador
whatever it is Breen do for their dead. And get this dead Vorta off my bridge.”

Aboard the Phoenix, the being Sts contemplating the activity on the gation. A
panic has started for some reason, and the Station was nearly deserted. The being's
head...or, rather, his eyesflick to the side, and another viewscreen gopears to his mental
command. This one showsthe largish spherical vessel of Borg design that appearsto be
leading the evacuation. Ruined lungs draw in breath and the being speaks. "Attention,
Unity forces. Report emergency and stand by to be advised,” he begins "A baitle fleet of
immense power is approaching, and will be here in lessthan a standard Day. Respond.”

"Curtis, we are picking up a message from that vessel." He switchesit to audio and
letsthem all hear it.

"Alien vessd, | am Curtis of Borg. What are your intentions? Friend or foe? Our
station was taken hostage by a Vorta and his troops. We have removed the intruder but
arein the process of afull evacuation. Thereis a Genesis device set to go off anytime
now. Can you assst in any way? If not, then it may be wise for you to follow the retreat-
ing vessals into the transwarp conduit.”

Unknown:

Menacing shapes float through the void, faint starlight flickers off of black hulls.
These hulls, sharper, sleeker, more deadly than any Klingon or Dominion or Romulan
vessels, ancient battle scarred shapes interweave through the larger shapes. Forty-four
vesslsin all, the largest nearly the size of a Borg cube; the smallest mere fighters. The
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hulls are long, dark, segmented affairs, as sharp and deadly as a dagger, weapons ports
trace along the edges of dl of them, and their gracefulness belies their menacing deadli-
ness.

Aboard the lead vessel, dark figures go about their business. Tactica displays light
up the dark Bridge. Indeed, the entire Bridge is doubling as a tactical command center.
Dozens of crew, officers and technicians swarm over each display, plotting, planning,
and going over data, records and intelligence. The Bridge is dominated by asingle
holographic tactical display tank, showing the relative positions of each of the vessels,
and, over at the far edge, another imagein red lines flashes their intended target: the
damaged and barely recovering Space Station Unity.

Turning the body of the Breen ambassador over to his own people is a different
experience for Curtisand his crew. But each species has its own way of deading with
death. For the short timethey are on Breen, Curtisand his crew are made comfortable
and treated with courtesy and respect, but they can still sense their presence is tolerated
and not wanted.

As expected, Quirk triesto acquire anything he can, a a good price, of course, to
resell a hisbar later. Michael gets separated from themand is found ina"bar." Amaz-
ingly, he tells the Breen patrons of Brak' Tul's heroism and has them drinking to the
memory of him. Still, it isagreat relief when Curtisand crew pulls away from the planet
Breen.

While on the trip to deliver the ambassador's remains, the Chief Medical Officer
B'retacha (aformer Klingon) reattached Mr. Browne's severed arm.

This extra time together al'so gave Quirk time to talk Curtisinto arefit of his
Marauder, much in the same way he had done for the former Andorian ambassador.

But now it istimeto get back to busness. "Mr. Starcher, best speed to Unity," Curtis
says. "Scan ahead. | want no surprises.”

The sphere's science officer T'Sket turnsto his captain "Sir, | have been scanning
in the vicinity of Unity and | ill show a Genesis Wave. However, | gill show the station
is right where it was when we left."

Curtis looks at the former VVulcan, cocks his head to the left and asks for confirma-
tion from his tactical officer. K'Teiv confirms the readings of T'Sket.

"Damn odd. Let me see what is going on with that wave. Look for anything out of
the ordinary around the station.” Curtis mutters as he approaches the console.

"Sir, | show that unknown ship that appeared shortly after the Genesis Wave. It's
gill in the same position as when we |eft the station. It appearsthat the wave is coming
from that ship, sir.”

"I want everyone to ligen and listen good. The next person that calls me 'sr’ will
pay dearly for it. Now let me see that wave." Curtis looks at the screen, turns to T'Sket
and says, "That wave isa Geness wave...but it's being used as a power source, | only
know one person that would put an idea like that to use." Curtis then turns to his guests
who have assembled on the bridge, the rescued ambassadors, and asks if everything has
been to their satisfaction thus far. Stupid thing to do and it is not until after he has asked
that he redizeswhat he did.

Thefirst to speak up is of no surprise to anyone. "Curtis, for a small sum, | could
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have maybe two or three holosuites installed, or possibly you may be interested in..."

Curtis cuts Quirk off with awave of his hand. "No, thank you, we don't really have
a need for holosuites or similar items at this time." Curtis looks at Michael. "Is your arm
working properly?'

"Just dandy," Michael says. "Long as it can lift agun or aglass it's fine."

Therest of the VIP passengers answer with a nod here and there.

Curtismovesto his chair and just as he starts to sit down, another one of those
monster headaches that he gets hits with a vengeance. He slumps down into the seat and
puts his head in his hands. But he knowsthat he mugt try to press on. "Starcher, try to
reach the Klingon ambassador. Have him meet us at Unity. Tell him | need him. We have
an old friend that may bein trouble and I may need his help. Then send the following
message to the phantom ship a the sation, tel them we are on the way back and | would
like to have adiscussion with their captain. When we get within trangporter range of the
station, let me know. | need medication and will bein my quarters. Mr. K'Teliv, you have
the bridge."

Somewhere:

Ruth wakes up after deeping for a day. She sees that sheis in asickbay but not on
Unity. She sees afamiliar facein the corner of the room. "Tigri, isthat you? Where am |
and what is going on with Unity?" She starts to get up but the fatigue pushes her back
down.

Tigri isbesde her amoment later. "Yes, itisl, Tigri. You are safe for now. Unity is
in our hands again. Just rest. Y ou will get back to the station in afew days. Computer,
ready my Raider for travel." Tigri turns and leaves Sickbay as the doors close behind
him.

The Sphere:

Alanya sits once again in darkened quarters. She locked herself in as soon as she
came onboard the Sphere and asked Curtis to clear the area until sheisin control again.
She replays in her mind the events of the past few weeks: the plan to re-take Unity;
watching the Breen leave with Bgoran Ambassador Krim L os, making the decision to
stop the pheromone suppressors and having to use every ounce of Vulcan training to keep
them under control; gathering a battle force near Unity; waiting for the shiddsto drop,
then finding Breen Ambassador Brak' Tul dying...

She stares at the candle flame, murmurs softly, "1 hardly knew him but thereis
sadness for the loss."

She remembers letting go of his hand, and then of her control of her pheromones
and emotions. She knows the backlash saggered nearly everyone in sight. The excep-
tionswere the Klingon and the Borg Ambassadors; their extreme anger and her own
helped to buffer the effects alittle, but not much. The enemy soldiers discovered that.

And Weyoun. Whatever else was said about him, she remembers he was so kind
when shefirst arrived at Unity. He escorted her to lunch and was so charming, showed
her around the station because her computer was malfunctioning and the map it had
printed was completely wrong... "Another gone," she whispers to the candle.

Then there were the battles they fought to re-take the station, both in trying to stop
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the self-degtruct, and after. Her sword was blood from one end of the blade to the other.
Her Vulcan half is coldly logical about the necessity of the killing, and yet, it is appaled
by it; that she could become this other being who cut down enemy soldiers with such...
efficiency, and used her Deltan side without guilt or hesitation. While they were stunned
by the pheromone levels, they died.

(This, though, is the hard part,) shethinks. (I must once again bring my two
haves together in harmony.)

She brings her fingers together lightly touching. (Deltan acknowledges the pain...
and the grief.) Shefeds again Brak' Tul's pain, and end, and cherishesthe tearsthat fdl
calmly. For him and for Weyoun. And Skotek. And dl the others lost, both ambassadors
and staff. (Breathe...dowly...calm...breathe...control...control...)

Space:

No response had been received from the lone vessal still beside Unity. "Curtis, we
are within visud range of Unity."

"On my way. Use only maneuvering thrusters and take us within transporter range
of that beast." As Curtisrisesto hisfeet, he feelsthe medication. He isa little unstable
but functiond. Moving toward the bridge, he calls out to his XO, "Mr. NV &k, put to-
gether ateam to beam over to that mystery ship.”

"Curtis, Starcher here. We still have no communications with the other ship, but
they have lowered their shields. It's as if they knew we planned to beam over."

"B'retacha, have you checked on our passengerslatey? | want the best possible
care taken of them. That being, of course, with the exception of Alanya, since she has
requested access to her quarters be restricted. She will let us know if she needs anything.
Curtis out."

"Curtis, dl passengersarein good spirits, except Browne. Heis seeking good
Spiritsto put in him," is the answer Curtisrecelves from his CMO B'retacha. Hearing this
brings a dight smile to the face of Curtis. He thinks that maybe al Klingons should be
assmilated and then unhooked from the Collective; it would give them a sense of humor.
But no; he wouldn't wish that on anyone...dmost.

Once on the Bridge, Curtislooks around to see his away team. Quirk is standing
among them. "I'm sorry, Quirk, but until we know more about our ‘friends in that other
ship | must insst you stay here. However, while we are gone, | want you to gather all the
hand weapons we got with the last beam out of the station. Once you have them, get as
many as possible in dependable working order, if you would, sir. Perhaps others can
help."

"Happy to do it," Quirk says. He taps Browne's shoulder and they head off the
Bridge.

Curtis looks in the direction of Dorvan and gives the order to start the trangport.

It isdark and the noise level isalmost non-exigent. This ship is like nothing he has
ever seen before. Curtisiscertain that its design is not even known to the Borg. Being an
engineer, heisin awe. The lights come up and the avay team seesthey are not alone.

Sub-Commander Taulek iswaiting for the Borg landing party when they arrive in
the transporter room. Nodding to the former Borg, he gestures politely with his free hand,

37



the other is holding a scanner of some sort. "Welcome to the Phoenix, Ambassador. | am
Sub-Commander Taulek, commander of the Unification forces under Ambassador
Skotek, and captain of the Warbird Arasham.”

Curtis nods, severa questions forming in his mind as he and his party step from the
transporter, but he settles on the first one he thinks of. "A pleasure, Sub-Commander, but
if I may ask, why did you not respond to our hails?'

"Wdll, " Taulek looks embarassed, "to tell the truth, we still haven't got dl of the
systems figured out yet. We were never briefed on how to run this ship, and Commander
Skotek died before we even knew it existed. Also, the ship itself seemsto have acon-
ciousness, and at times controls its own actions."

At that, Curtiss eyes widen and he looks around the ship with renewed interest. But
the transporter, at least, seems to follow standard Romulan configuration. "1f possible, |
would love to inspect the ship further." he replies.

"Certainly. | had hoped you would. We would appreciate any help,” came the

reply.

Deeper in the ship, in a shielded compartment, the command center of the ship
records the meeting, and scrutinizes the landing party. Anti-intruder defenses warm up,
only to be silenced by the controller's will. Logging the landing party as dlies, the ship's
master turns its sensors out toward the galactic northwest. They were near, another few
standard weeks at best. He would be waiting.
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